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By  Consnl  Wesley  Frost,  Cork  (QueeiistoT»ii),  May  27. 

The  year  1915  Avas  a  period  of  unprecedented  prosperity  for  the 
south  of  Ireland.  Farm  crops  "were  abundant,  and  their  prices,  as 
Tvell  as  those  of  farm  animals,  Avere  phenomenally  high.  Factories 
were  operated  to  the  limit  of  their  capacity  and  wages  Avere  raised 
in  all  departments  of  industry. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  year  was  adverse  to  American  connneree. 
American  goods  were  in  good  demand,  but  freight  difficulties  re- 
sulting from  the  war  caused  shipments  to  be  badly  delayed.  Prices 
were  necessarily  advanced  by  American  exporters,  creating  an  un- 
favorable impression,  and  some  shipments  were  withheld  for  months 
by  the  British  customs  authorities  on  suspicion  of  hostile  origin. 

Value  of  Munster  as  a  Market — No  Available  Statistics. 

This  market  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  the  American  exporter. 
The  Province  of  Munster  has  over  1,000,000  inhabitants,  and  an  area 
as  large  as  Connecticut.  Cork,  the  metropolis  and  distributing 
center,  has  about  80,000  people  and  enjoys  the  trade  of  a  fertile 
grazing  and  daiiying  country.  Limerick,  vrith  40,000  inhabitants, 
and  Waterford,  with  30,000,  are  also  entrepots  and  shipping  ports. 
A  great  deal  of  the  buying  is  done  in  Dublin,  which  lies  in  the  ad- 
joining consular  district. 

Practically  all  the  industries  are  based  on  stock  raising  and 
farming,  the  cattle  trade  rivaling  that  of  Texas.  The  majority  of 
the  farmers  own  their  land,  and  are  by  no  means  unprosperous. 
They  are  conservative  buyers,  but  have  a  buying  capacity  as  yet 
unstrained.  Although  the  climate  and  emigration  militate  against 
progressiveness,  the  industrial  tone  has  distinctly  improved  in  recent 
years. 

Butter,  bacon,  flour  and  meal,  whisky  and  beer,  fertilizers,  and 
woolen  tweeds  are  the  leading  products. 

Xo  import  and  exjDort  figures  for  Ireland,  with  the  exception  of 
exports  of  certain  animals,  have  been  published  since  those  of  1913, 
and  no  banking  statistics  have  been  officially. issued  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  war,  while  fishery  statistics  are  available  only  in  restricted 
form. 

American  Automobiles  and  Agricultural  Machinery. 

In  this  market  American  goods  have  alwaj's  occupied  the  next 
place  to  those  of  the  United  Kingdom,  easily  exceeding  in  quantity 

^  Thi.';  report  deals  mainly  with  the  Munster  district  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  but  in 
certain  instances  statistics  for  the  whole  of  Ireland  are  given. 
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and  popularity  those  of  Germany  and  France.  Many  American 
products  compete  here  with  goods  for  which  England  is  famous. 
American  motor  cars  form  two-thirds  or  three-fourths  of  the  total 
used,  and  a  number  of  new  American  makes  made  their  appearance 
here  during  1915  with  success.  However,  the  imposition  of  the 
Bristish  customs  duty  on  automobiles  has  checked  the  trade  con- 
siderably, and  in  all  probability  the  demand  will  be  small  until  the 
return  of  peace.  Rubber  putty,  tire  repair  outfits,  and  automobile 
accessories  from  the  United  States  were  taken  in  increasing  quantity 
during  the  year. 

American  agricultural  machinery  of  leading  makes  is  sold  and 
used  constantly  in  this  district.  It  competes  with  some  Irish  and 
much  English  machinery,  but  as  a  result  of  the  munitions  making  in 
the  British  plants,  the  American  goods  have  been  keenly  sought  in 
recent  months.  American  tools  and  hardware,  always  well  reputed 
here,  have  profited  no  little  by  the  absence  of  the  German  products. 
The  same  is  true  as  to  glass  and  glassware,  which  formerly  came 
from  Austria,  Germany,  and  Belgium. 

Market  for  American  Underwear.  Hosiery,  and  Sundries. 

American  cotton  fleeced  underwear  of  heavy  weight  is  almost  the 
standard  article  among  the  better  class  of  country  people  in  Munster, 
and  American  firms  having  this  product  for  export  would  do  well  to 
communicate  directly  with  the  Cork  firms  whose  names  can  be 
secured  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  at 
Washington.  (Refer  to  file  No.  4925G. )  American  losiery  of  cot- 
ton, cotton  lisle,  and  artiflcial  silk,  which  made  its  appearance  here 
a  few  years  ago,  has  made  rapid  progress  in  replacing  the  heavy 
woolen  hosiery  usually  worn  in  Ireland.  Prior  to  the  war  cotton 
hosiery  also  came  from  Saxony  and  Wurttemberg.  American  sus- 
penders and  garters  are  popular  in  Ireland,  although  French.  Eng- 
lish, and  Irish  goods  of  this  type  are  also  favored.  Department 
store  sundries  and  '*  penny  bazaar  "  goods  are  in  demand  and  are 
frequently  taken  from  America.  These  comprise  leather  photo- 
graph frames  and  handbags,  dress  fasteners,  cheap  eyeglasses,  fancy 
buttons,  pencils  and  pens,  teddy  bears,  toys,  etc. 

Sewing  Machines.  Typewriters,  Driigs.  Shoes,  Etc. 

American  sewing  machines,  typewriters,  phonographs,  cheap 
clocks  and  watches,  cream  separators,  fire  extinguishers,  etc.,  have  a 
good  sale,  but  in  all  these  lines  there  is  strong  competition,  and  the 
trade  is  held  only  b}^  maintaining  high  quality  and  low  prices. 
Cream  separators  from  Sweden  are  popular,  as  are  fire  extinguishers 
from  England.  The  musical  instrument  trade  is  shared  in  alimited 
degree  by  American  exporters,  although  the  war  has  caused  a 
shortage  of  certain  instruments,  such  as  accordions,  formerly  brought 
from  Germany. 

Several  lines  of  American  proprietary  drugs,  soaps,  and  toilet 
articles  are  handled  by  the  leading  "  chemists "  in  even  the  smaller 
Irish  towns  and  are  purchased  freely.  American  shoes  and  shoe 
laces  are  imported  into  all  parts  of  this  district,  although  the  heavier 
shoes  of  English  or  Irish  make  are  in  more  common  use.  An  effort 
made  by  this  consulate  in  1915  to  secure  a  share  of  the  heavy  shoe 
trade  for  the  United  States  brought  out  the  fact  that  no  shoes  of 
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the  grades  in  question  are  made  in  the  United  States  and  that  it 
would  not  be  profitable  to  attempt  to  commence  their  manufacture. 
Wooden  tubs  and  churns,  bee  keeper's  supplies,  brooms  of  broom 
corn  (distinct  from  the  birch  brooms  often  used  here),  axle  grease, 
hog  bristles,  and  other  articles  are  bought  direct  from  the  Ignited 
States  by  Cork  merchants.  The  shipments  of  bristles  were  increased 
by  the  war  until  the  American  price  became  prohibitive  and  stopped 
them  altogether. 

The  south  of  Ireland  also  takes  large  quantities  of  American 
Avheat,  maize,  timber,  and  oil;  but  these  shipments  are  at  present 
wholly  regulated  by  the  laws  of  supply  and  demand. 

How  American  Goods  Are  Sold — Freight  Difficulties. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  American  goods  sold  in  Munster  are  bought 
from  or  through  English  importing  firms  at  Liverpool,  London, 
Manchester,  and  Glasgow,  or  through  English  branch  houses  or 
agencies  of  American  firms.  Very  few  goods  are  ordered  direct 
from  the  United  States  by  the  Cork  jobbers.  American  exporters 
seeking  new  business  here  will  be  more  successful  if  they  work 
through  British  brokers,  or  are  able  to  get  in  personal  touch  with 
the  buyers.  The  market  is  canvassed  so  closely  and  incessantly  by 
travelers  as  to  leave  little  room  for  sales  through  catalogues  or  other 
mail  media.  In  addition,  almost  all  the  larger  firms  in  Munster 
send  buyers  to  English  cities  at  frequent  intervals. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Cork  merchants  often  like  to  know  what 
the  American  prices  are  in  their  lines,  as  most  of  them  get  occasional 
shipments  through  from  America  on  direct  orders.  In  some  cases 
their  curiosity  about  American  prices  is  merely  due  to  a  desire  to 
have  some  check  on  the  English  firms  through  whom  they  ordinarily 
buy  the  American  goods;  but  at  all  events  American  catalogues  will 
receive  attention.  Prices  quoted  in  these  catalogues  must  be  c.  i.  f. 
Liverpool  or  Cork;  f.  o.  b.  prices  at  the  American  seaboard  will 
not  catch  the  attention  of  Cork  merchants;  indeed,  such  quotations 
are  almost  meaningless  to  Munster  buyers. 

A  feature  of  1915  was  the  unprecedented  rise  of  freight  rates  on 
goods  from  America;  but  this  merely  accentuated  the  normal  awk- 
wardness of  freight  connections  between  America  and  Ireland.  All 
goods  must  be  transshipped  at  Liverpool,  London,  Belfast,  or  Glas- 
gow, as  there  is  no  direct  steamship  line  to  the  south  of  Ireland. 
Catalogues  Not  Used  at  Consulate — Lists  of  Dealers. 

If  American  manufacturers  plan  to  enter  this  field  they  should 
not  send  catalogues  to  the  consulate.  For  the  better  accomplishment 
of  its  duties  in  connection  with  shipping,  the  consulate  is  situated  at 
Queenstown,  the  haven  for  Cork,  instead  of  Cork,  which  is  the  indus- 
trial center  of  the  district.  Xo  freight  vessels  discharge  at  Queens- 
town,  and  no  wholesome  business  is  transacted  here.  Naturally  it  is 
not  possible  to  induce  Cork  merchants  to  go  to  Queenstown  to  con- 
sult catalogues  except  in  rare  instances. 

This  consulate  will  be  glad  to  forAvard  lists  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants in  any  line,  with  general  information  regarding  the  condi- 
tion of  the  trade.  The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
at  AVashington  is  kept  constanth^  supplied  with  revised  lists  of  Cork 
dealers.     The  first  three  or  four  dealers  listed  are  usually  the  most 
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important  or  favorable  ones.  While  consular  officers  can  not  under- 
take to  vouch  for  any  foreign  firm,  they  ordinaril}''  place  the  largest 
and  most  reputable  firms  at  the  head  of  lists  sent  to  American  in- 
quirers. The  proper  procedure,  accordingly,  is  to  address  letters  to 
these  firms,  preferably  one  at  a  time,  quoting  prices  c.  i.  f.  Liverpool 
or  Cork  on  some  specialties  that  may  be  relied  on  to  please  the  pros- 
pective Cork  buyer.  A  quotation  f.  o.  b.  New  York  will  virtually 
neutralize  the  entire  efforts  of  the  would-be  exporter.  Cork  mer- 
chants are  accustomed  to  prices  quoted,  ''  Delivered  to  Cork  ware- 
house." 
Credits  and  Ratings — Type  of  Catalogues. 

The  usual  credit  granted  to  Munster  purchasers  is  30  to  90 
days  after  the  goods  are  in  their  possession.  Several  American 
firms  have  cut  off  profitable  reorders  here  by  attaching  drafts  to 
bills  of  lading.  The  Cork  trading  community  is  an  old  one  and  is 
in  excellent  reputation  with  English  sellers.  Accordingly  the  at- 
tachment of  drafts  to  bills  of  lading  may  appear  to  constitute  an 
unmerited  reflection  upon  the  Cork  buyer  to  whom  the  matter  relates. 
The  most  common  arrangement  is  a  discount  of  2-i-  per  cent  for  pay- 
ment within  30  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  goods,  but  often  5  per 
cent  is  allowed.  Payment  at  60  days  or  later  is  at  the  full  face  of 
the  bill.  The  regular  rating  agencies  can  give  information  as  to  the 
standing  of  most  Cork  firms. 

Catalogues  should  be  simple,  brief,  and  understandable.  The  type 
of  advertising  in  use  in  Ireland  is  quite  different  from  that  in  the 
United  States.  Catalogues  that  would  suggest  a  rich  and  powerful 
firm  to  the  mind  of  an  American  buyer  are  apt  to  suggest  an  inflated 
and  overpretentious  ncAvcomer  to  the  mind  of  the  buyer  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 
Recent  Trade  Openings. 

Recent  trade  openings  noted  bv  tlie  consulate  for  American  goods 
include  cotton  shirtings,  carpenter's  (joiner's)  tools,  enameled  iron- 
ware, butter  coloring,  oiled  paper,  artificial  silk  hosiery,  and  wooden 
butter  boxes.  In  no  case,  unless  it  be  that  of  enameled  ironware,  is 
there  any  actual  shortage ;  but  prices  are  gradually  rising,  and  Cork 
dealers  wish  to  be  sure  that  they  could  not  do  better  by  buying  directly 
from  America  than  by  buying  through  English  brokers  or  ware- 
housemen. Prices  of  American  goods  sold  here  have  increased 
greatly  during  the  war,  owing  partly  to  freight  difficulties  and  partly 
to  enhanced  first  costs  in  America.  The  inclination  here  is  to  believe 
that  American  firms  are  taking  undue  advantage  of  the  necessities  of 
the  United  Kingdom  market. 

Owing  to  the  restricted  facilities  for  freight  movement  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  it  seems  doubtful  whether  any  more  American 
goods  can  reach  this  market  than  at  present.  Articles  on  which 
the  freight  forms  a  small  proportion  of  the  value  delivered  here  may, 
lioAvever,  be  pushed,  even  under  present  conditions. 

other  Possibilities — Government  Contracts — Labor-Saving  Machinery. 

Some  of  the  goods  formerly  taken  from  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
and  of  which  America  might  be  expected  to  press  the  sale,  are  furs, 
ladies'  dresses  and  cloaks,  lingerie  and  hosiery,  mirrors  (formerly 
French),  calendered  stationery    (formerly  German),  pencils    (for- 
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merly  Bavarian),  fancy  metal  goods,  and  chiklren's  ready-made 
dresses.  An  inquiry  was  recently  made  upon  Ireland  b\  English 
firms  that  wished  tin  cans  for  packing  sausage  and  Drawn.  In  all 
these  instances  it  should  be  noted  that  the  way  to  reach  Cork  buyers 
is  through  Liverpool  wholesale  dealers. 

Numerous  Government  supply  contracts  are  filled  annually  for 
almshouses,  asylums,  and  public  works.  Usually  the  laws  provide 
that  such  contracts  shall  be  filled  when  possible  by  home-produced 
goods  and  material,  or  through  contractors  who  are  residents  of  the 
district  to  be  served;  and  public  opinion,  backed  by  the  Industrial 
Development  Association,  virtually  enforces  this  ])olicy.  even  in  the 
absence  of  legislation  or  regulations.  In  many  instances  the  bids 
called  for  are  upon  small  quantities  and  at  odd  times.  In  seeking 
any  share  in  this  demand,  therefore,  the  American  exporter  must 
work  through  local  jobbers  who  are  in  turn  prone  to  buy  through 
Liverpool  or  London. 

Labor-saving  machinery,  for  which  there  would  superficially  ap- 
pear to  be  a  considerable  opening,  is  so  strongly  opposed  by  the  labor- 
ing men  here  that  all  elements  in  the  community  join  in  deprecating 
its  introduction.  The  city  of  Cork  during  the  year  refused  to  permit 
a  great  oil  company  to  install  a  new  pipe  line  for  unloading  at  one  of 
the  wharves. 
Irish  Exports  to  America — Cloth  and  Whiskies. 

Munster  sells  very  little  to  America,  for,  as  it  is  essentially  a  food- 
producing  region  located  in  immediate  proximity  to  a  great  food- 
consuming  region,  England,  its  exports  are  naturally  absorbed  by 
that  country.  Aside  from  its  fertile  soil,  this  region  has  but  few 
natural  resources.  Its  timber  is  scant.  A  little  copper  is  mined  and 
considerable  quantities  of  barytes.  Limestone  and  slate  do  not  lend 
themselves  to  export;  in  fact,  the  slate  supply  does  not  begin  to 
cover  the  home  market.  The  exportation  of  souvenirs,  blackthorn 
sticks,  bog-oak  curios,  etc.,  will  always  remain  a  restricted  trade 
in  volume.  Regalia  and  vestments,  which  are  exported  in  small 
quantities,  are  now  being  increasingly  made  in  the  United  States. 
The  manufacture  of  chemicals  at  Cork  possesses  no  special  advan- 
tages that  might  promise  any  great  increase  in  exports  to  America. 
The  large  grain-milling  industry  has  no  relation  to  the  export  trade. 

The  exportation  of  tweeds  and  other  woolen  cloths,  however, 
promises  to  increase,  and  the  sales  of  Irish  whiskies  in  America  are 
also  susceptible  of  expansion.  Irish  woolens  and  whiskies  possess 
just  as  many  intrinsic  elements  of  popularity  to  Americans  as  the 
Scotch  products.  The  Scotch  firms  in  these  lines  were  the  first  to 
exploit  the  American  market  and  have  consequently  gained  an 
established  reputation.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  Irish  spir- 
its and  Blarney  tweeds  should  not  be  taken  in  greatly  increased  quan- 
tities in  America. 

Stout  and  porter  are  shipped   from  Dublin,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  Cork  can  enter  the  American  market,  already  filled  by  the 
manufactures  of  Dublin  firms. 
Exports  of  Pork  Products,  Farm  Produce,  and  Fish. 

The  great  food  products  here,  aside  from  cattle  shipped  on  the 
hoof,  are  hams  and  bacon,  butter,  eggs,  and  potatoes.  Fancy  hams 
go  to  America  in  some  quantities,  but  in  1915  the  chief  Limerick  firm 
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refusod  to  send  further  shipments  of  hams  to  the  United  States  be- 
cause one  consionment  had  been  condemned  by  the  American  Depart- 
ment of  Ao'ricultiire  as  containing  boric  preservatives.  The  future 
of  this  trade  is  doubtfuL  Irish  butter  coukl  go  to  Boston  at  certain 
times  of  year  if  there  were  a  direct  freight  connection,  but  Enghmd 
would  probably  outbid  our  Atlantic  coast  for  this  product.  There 
would  also  be  seasonal  trade  in  potatoes,  varying  with  the  crops 
produced  in  Ireland  and  New  England. 

Irish  hides  are  already  shipped  to  Boston  (principally),  but  the 
trade  is  not  large,  as  most  of  the  Irish  beef  animals  are  exported 
alive.  The  grade  is  low  and  is  said  not  to  be  suitable  for  use  in 
British  tanneries.  Salt  mackerel  have  been  steadily  exported  to 
America  in  recent  years.  In  1915  the  need  for  fresh  fish  in  Dublin 
and  Cork,  brought  about  by  interruptions  in  the  North  Sea  fishing, 
kept  a  good  part  of  the  mackerel  in  Ireland.  The  mackerel  fisheries 
can  be  developed  somewhat;  one  energetic  American  firm  is  rapidly 
increasing  its  business,  but  if  the  trade  is  ever  doubled  that  will  be 
as  much  as  could  be  hoped  for. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  Queens- 
town  and  Limerick  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in  1913,  1914, 
and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

FROM  QUEENSTO\VN. 

Mackerel,  pickled 

Hides  and  skins 

$57, 770 
31,279 
456 
3,098 
1,374 
3,572 
9,347 

$68, 868 
38, 765 

$61,381 
12,962 
4,219 
3,801 
3,741 
3,318 
1,271 

FROM    LIMERICK. 

$100, 905 
13,472 
14,831 

$56,958 
11,118 
29,541 

$123,818 
14,821 
4,397 
3,163 

Bacon  and  hams 

Mackerel 

Whisky 

5,238 
3,493 
3,689 
3,315 

Feathers 

Woolens  (tweeds) 

Magnesia,  calcined 

All  other  articles 

All  other  articles 

155 

Total 

129, 208 

97,772 

146  199 

Total 

106,896 

123,368 

90,693 

No  exports  were  invoiced  from  Cork  or  Limerick  to  the  insular  pos- 
sessions of  the  United  States,  nor  w^ere  any  American  goods  returned 
during  1915. 

Analysis  of  Declared  Exports. 

The  hide  and  skin  trade  at  Cork  was  injured  by  the  embargo,  but 
at  Limerick  it  was  stimulated  by  a  demand  in  Boston  for  a  type  of 
kips  that  was  not  required  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Exports  of 
maclierel  held  their  own  at  Cork,  but  declined  at  Limerick,  the  cause 
of  the  decline  being  the  restriction  of  the  fishing  areas,  the  dearth  of 
capable  fishermen,  and  the  use  of  fresh  mackerel  in  Irish  cities  to 
replace  North  Sea  fish.  Exports  of  feathers  from  both  Cork  and 
Limerick  increased  because  of  the  lack  in  America  of  the  Austrian, 
supply. 

On  the  whole  the  exports  from  the  south  of  Ireland  to  America 
promise  a  moderate  and  sound  but  not  a  striking  expansion.  Inter- 
mittent shipments  of  potatoes,  hides,  and  butter  would  furnish  a 
fair  bulk  of  freight  for  a  steamship  plying  between  Boston  and  Cork, 
while  whiskj^,  woolen  tweeds,  hams,  and  salt  fish  would  give  a  steady, 
if  less  bulk}' ,  volume  of  traffic. 


UNITED    KINGDOM IRELAND.  7 

Openings  for  American  Capital. 

There  is  an  opportunity  for  a  slanghterhouse  and  meat-packing 
industry  in  this  district.  There  are  ])robably  few  openings  for  Amer- 
ican capital  and  enterprise  outside  of  the  United  States  that  have  as 
many  apparent  attractive  features  as  this.  Large  numbers  of  cattle 
are  shipped  to  England,  ^vhere  they  are  iinished  partly  by  grass — 
the  English  grass  is  claimed  to  have  greater  fattening  qualities  than 
that  of  Ireland — but  mainly  by  maize  and  other  feedstuffs  that 
could  be  just  as  cheaply  procnred  in  Irelan-d.  The  natural  place  to 
Idil  these  animals  is  in  Ireland,  just  as  the  Irish  swine  are  killed  and 
Avovived  up  here.  Cork  is  the  center  of  the  Irish  cattle  country.  The 
Aviierican  packing  companies,  or  any  Irish- American  who  under- 
stands the  packing  industry,  would  do  well  to  look  over  the  field  here 
immediately.  Xot  a  little  Irish  capital  could  be  secured  to  supple- 
ment American  capital  if  the  matter  were  properly  taken  up. 

Such  an  industry  would  aid  the  export  situation  b}^  supplying  a 
large  quantity  of  hides  for  the  American  market.  Another  im- 
portant point  in  favor  of  the  packing  industry  is  that  it  would 
provide  a  successful  substitute  for  the  large  but  unnatural  milling 
industry  here,  which  consists  of  grinding  imported  grain  with  im- 
ported coal.  The  factory  plants  and  the  capital  now  engaged  in 
this  industry  could  in  large  part  be  diverted  into  the  more  economi- 
cali}'  sound  and  promising  slaughterhouse  enterprises, 

xVlmost  any  of  the  local  industries  could  profitably  have  an  acces- 
sion of  money  and  men.  The  woolen  industry  could  expand  to 
absorb  the  large  surplusage  of  Irish  wool  that  now  goes  out  of 
Ireland  for  manufacture.  The  production  of  potato  starch  from 
the  ample  quantities  of  potatoes  grown  in  Ireland  warrants  careful 
investigation;  and  the  beet-sugar  industry  is  constantly  mooted  for 
this  region.  Gelatin  and  glue  from  carrageen  moss  and  from  the  fish- 
eries will  probably  eventually  be  manufactured  here.  There  is  no 
little  skill  available  for  chemical  manufactures,  as  well  as  for  the 
treating  of  feathers  and  downs. 

Need  for  Import  and  Export  Brokers. 

There  is  room  at  Cork  for  at  least  three  resident  American  manu- 
facturers' agents,  viz:  (1)  For  machinery,  hardware,  and  the  metal 
trades;  (2)  for  textiles,  footwear,  and  apparel;  and  (3)  for  chemi- 
cals and  food  specialties.  An  energetic  young  Irish- American  Avith 
extensive  American  connections  in  any  of  these  groups  could  prob- 
ably get  a  foothold  at  Cork  within  a  season  or  tAvo,  Needless  to 
say,  this  is  not  a  proposition  that  can  be  arranged  by  correspond- 
ence, but  the  possibilities  are  certainly  such  as  to  Avarrant  a  personal 
trip  to  Cork  on  the  part  of  persons  suitable  for  such  undertakings. 

As  to  export  business,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  considerable  stoclvs  of 
various  goods  have  accumulated  here  owing  to  freight  conditions 
and  embargoes  by  the  British  Government,  MoreoA^er,  Ireland's 
food  production  has  been  augmented  to  meet  war  conditions,  so  that 
after  the  war  there  may  probably  be  excess  food  products  for  expor- 
tation to  the  Atlantic  cities  of  the  United  States. 

As  to  all  these  openings  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  freight  con- 
nections with  America,  especially  since  the  war,  render  the  present 
time  somewhat  inauspicious  for  actual  beginnings,  although  not  for 
perfecting  plans. 
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Eanking  and  Credit  Facilities. 

The  present  banking  and  credit  facilities  are  adequate  to  handle 
increased  transactions  as  rapidly  as  they  might  arise.  The  Bank 
of  Ireland  is  conservative  and  cares  little  for  American  business,  but 
the  Munster  and  Leinster  Bank,  which  has  the  confidence  of  this 
region,  handles  American  business  and  could  readily  take  care  of  a 
much  heavier  volume,  as  could  also  the  National  Bank,  the  Provincial 
Bank,  and  the  Ulster  Bank.  Discounts  are  often  cleared  through 
the  American  Express  Co.,  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  and 
other  Liverpool  branches  of  American  firms. 

The  ordinary  machinery  of  credit  information  is  also  in  constant 
operation  here.  Stubbs's  Mercantile  Agency  maintains  a  branch  at 
Cork,  as  do  one  or  two  Belfast  and  Dublin  rating  agencies.  Un- 
doubtedly the  American  agencies,  such  as  Dun  &  Co.,  or  Bradstreet's, 
can  furnish  information  regarding  Cork  merchants.  For  Cork 
merchants  to  secure  ratings  on  American  firms  is  sometimes  a  matter 
of  a  little  difficulty  and  delay,  the  process  not  being  a  familiar  one. 
This  consulate  is  occasionally  applied  to  for  information  as  to  Ameri- 
can firms,  and  can  only  refer  the  inquirers  to  the  regular  sources  of 
credit  information,  meanwhile  emphasizing  such  facts  regarding  the 
American  firm  as  the  latter's  advertisements  set  forth.  American 
firms  should  state  prominently,  although  tersely,  the  number  of  years 
they  have  operated,  the  number  of  their  employees,  the  amount  of 
their  capital,  and  their  British  references. 

General  Prosperity  in  1915 — Freight  Rates. 

The  annual  reports  of  railways,  banks,  chambers  of  commerce, 
and  other  institutions  have  all  been  characterized  by  recognition 
of  the  unusual  combination  of  favorable  elements  in  the  economic 
history  of  the  year.  During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915, 
Ireland's  contribution  to  the  Imperial  revenue  was  $84,954,491, 
as  contrasted  with  $46,849,795  for  the  preceding  j^ear;  while  during 
the  remaining  months  of  1915  the  contributions  must  have  been 
heavier  still.  Yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  these  sums  have  not  been 
at  all  severely  felt,  so  marked  has  been  the  access  of  general  indus- 
trial activity  and  success. 

Cork  is  the  headquarters  of  two  thriving  steamship  companies, 
the  City  of  Cork  Steam  Packet  Co.  and  the  Cork  Steamship  Co., 
which  profited  by  the  increased  freight  rates  produced  b}^  the  war. 
These  rates  were  ultimately  paid  by  consumers  who  in  their  respective 
occupations  were  also  profiting  by  the  war.  Wheat  from  New  York 
to  Cork  prior  to  the  war  was  $1.50  per  ton,  but  in  December,  1915, 
it  was  $17.03  per  ton.  Kerosene  freights  rose  to  $29.20  per  ton,  or 
12  cents  per  gallon,  the  freight  thus  constituting  three-fourths  of  the 
price  paid  by  the  consumers.  In  December,  1915,  it  was  estimated 
reliably  that  30  per  cent  of  all  tonnage  had  been  requisitioned  by 
the  British  Government  at  the  rate  of  $2.68  per  ton  per  month  on 
gross  registered  tonnage.  The  brisk  shipbuilding  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  had  a  reflex  action  in  favor  of  conditions  in  Munster. 

The  Port  of  Cork. 

The  revenues  of  the  port  of  Cork,  which  includes  Queenstown  and 
the  outer  roadstead,  were  reduced,  although  only  temporarily,  by  the 
exemption  of  vessels  on  Admiralty  charter  from  the  payment  of  ordi- 
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nary  port  dues,  as  well  as  by  the  continued  absence  of  passenger 
liners  at  Queenstown.  Cork  joined  with  other  seaport  cities  in  the 
Kingdom  in  seeking  Governmental  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  these 
revenues,  but  the  issue  Avas  inconclusive.  During  1915  the  Cork 
pilotage  system,  covering  all  waters  between  ]\Iizen  Head  and  Knock- 
adoon  Head,  was  revised  to  increase  the  area  of  compulsory  pilotage, 
and  the  special  harbor  regulations  of  the  Admiralty  were  amplified. 
Additional  railway  sidings  on  the  Cork  wharves  were  undertaken, 
although  of  a  minor  nature.  In  case  the  $G0.000  loss  in  harbor  dues 
is  refunded,  these  improvements  will  become  more  elaliorate. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  British  (xovernment  in  March, 
1914,  to  investigate  tlie  withdrawal  of  the  mail  and  ])assenger  liners 
from  Queenstown  made  its  report  to  the  Postmaster  General  in 
August,  1915.  Queenstown  as  a  mail  port  dates  from  ISGO.  and  the 
lirst  blow  at  this  privilege  was  when  the  eastboimd  mail  ships  of 
the  Cunard  Co.  abandoned  Queenstown  in  favor  of  Fishguard, 
Wales,  in  1910.  In  1913  and  1914  several  of  the  larger  Cunard  and 
White  Star  ships  intermitted  their  westbound  calls  at  Queenstown, 
although  they  had  contracted  with  the  Postmaster  General  to  call  for 
mails.  The  Lusifania  had  grounded  slightly  at  Queenstown  in  1907, 
and  it  was  alleged  that  the  harbor  was  dangerous.  The  report  of  the 
committee  finds  that  this  grounding  incident  was  due  to  poor  judg- 
ment by  the  pilot,  and  states  that  Queenstown  is  a  harbor  of  the 
first  rank,  and  that  there  is  probably  no  harbor  in  the  world  that 
can  be  entered  in  the  worst  conditions  of  weather  and  tide  by  vessels 
of  30,000  tons  and  more  without  serious  possibilities  of  danger.  On 
the  other  hand,  on  economic  grounds  the  committee  reports  that  the 
Postmaster 'General  ought  not  to  hold  the  steamshij)  companies  to 
their  mail  contracts.  The  slight  loss  of  time  to  mails  leaving  London 
did  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  evoke  any  protest  from  the  London 
business  community,  and  the  mail  inconvenience  to  Belfast  has  been 
]5artialh'  offset  by  increased  mail  facilities  via  the  Anchor  Line  ships 
leaving  that  port. 

The  Railway  Year. 

Most  of  the  railwaj^s  in  this  district  showed  increased  gross 
receipts,  accompanied  by  increased  expenditures  to  nearly  absorb 
the  benefit.  The  gross  receipts  of  the  Great  Southern  &  Western 
Eailway  were  $8,533,680,  an  increase  of  6.2  per  cent  over  those  of 
1914.  This  railwav  paid  5  per  cent  dividends  and  carried  forward 
$500,000.  Its  train  mileage  was  6,015,194  miles.  It  added  365  new 
cars  to  its  rolling  stock  and  set  aside  $35,000  for  bridge  construc- 
tion when  the  price  of  iron  returns  to  normal.  Certain  of  its  shops 
were  used  for  munitions. 

The  Cork,  Bandon  &  South  Coast  Eailway  paid  a  5  per  cent 
dividend  and  had  gross  receipts  of  $550,000.  Its  passenger  traflic 
Avas  heavy,  owing  to  troop  movements,  and  its  freight  traffic  in  food- 
stuffs, fertilizers,  and  animal  products  compensated  for  the  falling 
off  of  that  in  building  material.  The  Cork,  Blackrock  &  Passage 
Railway,  which  has  been  in  financial  difficulties  for  many  j-ears,  has 
been  harder  hit  by  war  conditions  than  any  other  railway  in  the 
district,  since  its  southern  terminus,  Crosshaven,  has  been  closed  by 
military  and  naval  necessities.  Dividends  at  5  per  cent  were  paid 
48347°— 1911—16 2 
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by  the  Cork  &  Muskerry  Light  Eaihvay,  the  Donoiighmore  Exten- 
sion, and  the  Bantry  Extension,  while  the  Clonakilty  Extension  paid 
a  dividend  of  3^  per  cent. 

Irish  railways  are  excluded  from  the  war  bonus  conceded  by  the 
British  Government  to  English  railways,  but  a  number  of  them 
consented  to  pay  bonuses  to  their  employees  somewhat  similar  to 
those  received  by  the  English  railway  employees  in  consequence  of 
the  Government  bonuses  paid  in  England.  The  Great  Southern  & 
Western  Railway  spent  $158,000  in  bonuses  and  separation  allow- 
ances to  relatives  of  employees  who  had  joined  the  army  or  navy. 
The  w^age  increases  thus  caused  ranged  from  5  to  8  per  cent,  with 
the  advantage  to  the  lower  grades  of  employees. 

Tourist  Promotion — Road  Grants. 

The  Tourist  Organization  Society  of  Ireland  was  formed  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1915,  to  induce  tourists  from  other  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom to  see  Ireland,  and  to  have  visitors  from  the  north  of  Ireland 
to  visit  southern  resorts,  and  vice  versa.  An  ample  amount  of  news- 
paper publicity  was  given  to  the  claims  of  various  Irish  localities, 
and  the  summer  interchange  of  vacation-seeking  Irish  people  was 
undoubtedly  stimulated.  The  closing  of  the  continental  resorts  also 
aided  the  Irish  hotels,  which  had  a  full  complement  of  guests 
throughout  the  summer  and  early  autumn. 

Under  an  act  of  1909  Irish  local  authorities  are  empowered  to 
strike  a  local  tax  rate  of  2  cents  per  $5  of  evaluation,  the  j)roceeds 
to  be  devoted  to  advertisement  of  localities  concerned.  By  a  ruling 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  communities  w^ere  precluded  from 
pooling  the  sums  so  assessed,  with  the  result  that  no  rates  were 
struck  prior  to  1915 ;  however,  the  city  of  Limerick  has  now  led 
the  way  by  striking  a  rate  of  1  cent  per  $5,  and  there  are  indications 
that  other  localities  will  follows 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  Ireland  received 
road  grants  from  the  United  Kingdom  Road  Board  to  the  amount 
of  $797,102.  Scotland,  with  equal  population,  received  $1,708,798, 
the  total  for  the  United  Kingdom  being  $14,817,368. 

Banking  and  Stocks. 

Practically  all  the  Irish  banks  had  record  years.  The  dividends 
were  as  follows:  Provincial  Bank,  12^  per  cent;  National  Bank,  10 
per  cent;  Hibernian  Bank,  6  per  cent;  Bank  of  Ireland,  10  per  cent; 
Munster  &  Leinster,  16  per  cent.  The  Bank  of  Ireland  took 
$50,000,000  in  the  war  loan,  while  the  Munster  and  Leinster  Bank 
took  $5,500,000. 

The  dei^osits  rose  strongly  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and 
at  the  end  of  June  were  the  highest  ever  known  in  Ireland.  This 
was  due  to  the  high  prices  of  cattle.  Farmers  and  traders  were  meet- 
ing all  commitments  exceptionally  well.  During  the  second  half 
of  the  year  there  were  heavy  withdrawals  for  war  loans.  The  price 
of  cattle  dropped  sharply,  and  there  were  rumors  that  the  assets  of 
Irish  banks  might  be  commandeered  by  the  Government  under  a 
"  conscription  of  money  "  policy.  In  spite  of  these  adverse  elements 
the  deposits  at  the  end  of  the  j-ear  had  shrunk  only  slightly,  and  in 
some  cases  had  even  increased. 

A  salient  feature  of  the  year  was  the  depreciation  of  the  standard 
Irish  industrial  and  other  stocks  held  by  the  banks.     This  may  be 
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averaged  at  3  per  cent,  very  provisionally.  It  was  partly  due  to  the 
competition  of  attractive  Government  loans  in  the  market.  It  forced 
the  banks  to  allocate  a  large  part  of  their  profits  to  special  reserve 
funds  for  Avriting  down  their  holdings  of  stocks  officially  listed  at 
arbitrary  minimum  prices.  As  the  stocks  can  not  be  listed  at  lower 
values  than  the  prescribed  minima,  the  banks  establish  funds  equal 
to  the  difference  between  the  prescribed  prices  and  the  actual  current 
values.  It  is  probable  that  the  stocks  may  eventually  appreciate 
again,  so  that  these  reserve  funds  may  not  be  needed. 
Mobile  Investments — Savings  Deposits. 

The  banks  increased  during  the  year  their  proportions  of  liquid 
or  terminable  investments,  usually  to  well  above  50  per  cent  of  their 
total  investments.  They  also  increased  cash  holdings.  Call  money 
was  plentiful  and  cheap,  especially  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
The  amounts  of  paper  money,  notes,  etc.,  outstanding  were  much 
larger  than  ever  before,  and  heavy  sums  had  to  be  kept  in  the  Bank 
of  England  as  the  basis  for  these  note  issues. 

Deposits  in  the  savings  banks  fell  off,  owing  to  the  Government's 
successful  efforts  to  attract  loans  of  savings  in  small  as  well  as  large 
quantities.  Most  of  the  Irish  banks  sent  35  or  40  per  cent  of  their 
eligible  men  to  the  fighting  forces  and  substituted  female  employees, 
often  from  the  families  of  the  men  thus  sent.  War  bonuses  in  wages 
were  given  to  most  bank  employees  on  account  of  the  high  cost  of 
living. 

Shipping  company  stocks  were  up  during  the  j^ear,  but  railway 
stocks  were  stagnant.     Brewery,  banking,  hotel,  gas,  and  mining 
stocks  were  stationary  or  recessive  in  price.    One  Cork  bakery,  with 
a  capital  of  $35,000,  w^ent  into  liquidation. 
Woolens  and  Chemicals — Public  Utilities. 

The  woolen  industry  in  all  its  branches  had  a  most  successful  year, 
with  every  factory  working  at  high  pressure.  Unwashed  wool  rose 
to  33  cents  per  pound  and  woolen  yarn  from  64  cents  to  $1.20.  The 
great  difficulty  in  the  woolen  industries  was  to  secure  proper  dj^es 
at  reasonable  prices. 

The  two  chemical  factories  producing  paints,  varnishes,  polishes, 
and  veterinary  medicines  appear  to  have  prospered.  Cork's  large 
fertilizer  plant  was  severely  damaged  and  put  out  of  commission  for 
some  months  by  fire,  but  was  being  rapidly  restored  at  the  close  of 
the  3'ear.  Fertilizers  were,  of  course,  high  in  price  throughout  the 
year,  owing  to  the  freight  situation  and  to  the  increased  tillage  areas. 

The  leading  gas  company  at  Cork  paid  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent, 
but  at  the  close  of  the  year  it  was  forced  to  raise  its  prices.  The 
industrial  or  nonlighting  use  of  gas  at  Cork  has  been  steadily  gain- 
ing and  now  forms  one-half  of  the  total  use.  The  number  of  gas 
stoves  in  Cork  is  now  nearly  7,000  and  the  number  of  main  connec- 
tions 11,000.  High-pressure  gas  was  widely  taken  up  for  industrial 
uses  during  the  3^ear. 
Liquors,  Grain,  and  Feed  StuiFs. 

The  sprmg  budget  taxation  allowed  a  rebate  of  48  cents  per  barrel 
on  Irish  stout  and  porter;  but  the  increased  costs,  resulting  from  tax- 
ation and  from  the  high  cost  of  barley  and  hops,  had  a  depressing 
effect  upon  the  malt  liquor  trade  throughout  the  year. 
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The  price  of  Avhisky  to  retailers  was  advanced  from  $10.10  per  case 
of  2  gallons  to  $10.70  per  case  in  the  spring  and  to  $11,20  in  the 
aiitinnn ;  but  the  trade  did  not  appear  to  suffer.  In  anticipation  of 
the  spring  budget  taxation,  large  quantities  of  whisky  were  with- 
drawn from  bond,  but  in  the  autumn  the  Government  forestalled 
withdrawals  by  limiting  the  quantities  that  could  be  taken. 

The  milling  industry  w\as  not  adversely  affected  by  the  increased 
prices  of  grains,  as  these  prices  were  ultimately  paid  by  the  con- 
sumers. Freights  from  Australia  rose  to  $5.60  per  quarter  ton,  and 
from  Argentina  to  $7.70  per  quarter;  the  average  rate  prior  to  the 
war  was  85  cents  per  quarter.  Maize  and  other  feed  stuff's  greatly  in- 
creased in  i)rice  during  1915,  the  jobbing  price  of  maize  being  slightly 
under  $70  per  ton  at  tlie  end  of  the  year. 

The  Butter  Industry — Cooperative  Creameries. 

The  creamery  industry  of  Ireland  had  a  banner  year.  On  the  Cork 
market,  one  of  the  great  butter  centers  of  the  world,  prices  averaged 
$32  per  hundredweight  of  112  pounds  during  1915,  as  against  $20.22 
per  hundredweight  in  1914,  an  increase  of  over  22  per  cent.  The 
Cork  market,  moi-eover,  handled  1,547  casks  more  in  1915  than  in 
1914.  On  the  London  market  Irish  butter  sold  at  approximately  $3 
less  per  hundredweight  than  Danish  butter. 

More  than  half  of  Ireland's  butter  exports  come  from  creameries 
that  are  cooperative,  and  a  feature  of  the  year  was  the  use  by  these 
cooperative  creameries  of  their  surplus  profits  to  amortize  the  costs  of 
their  plants.  Some  of  these  cooperative  organizations  are  25  years  old 
or  more,  and  are  very  prosperous,  having  egg  and  cheese  depots,  and 
even  selling  "  Devonshire  cream  "  to  Devonshire. 

From  10  to  14  cents  per  gallon  was  allowed  to  farmers  for  milk 
delivered  to  creameries  in  1915,  as  compared  with  little  more  than 
half  that  price  previously.  From  2|  to  3  gallons  of  milk  are  required 
to  make  a  pound  of  butter.  The  separated  milk  is  returned  to  the 
farmers.  The  "  starter  "  for  butter  from  fresh  milk  comes  from  Den- 
mark. The  cows  tested  by  cow-testing  associations,  which  associa- 
tions increased  again  notably  during  1915,  averaged  between  400  and 
800  gallons  per  annum  each  in  milk  production. 

Conditions  in  the  Butter  Market — Caerphilly  and  Cheddar  Cheese. 

Tlie  percentage  of  moisture  in  Irish  butter,  which  by  law  may  be  16 
per  cent,  is  said  to  be  often  unsatisfactory,  and  to  account  for  the 
discrimination  in  England  in  favor  of  Danish  butter.  Butter 
prices  were  unsettled  toward  the  end  of  the  year,  as  it  de- 
veloped that  quantities  had  been  wdthheld  by  storing  for  higher 
profits,  and  as  Antipodean  supplies  were  expected  in  the  market. 
Margarin  manufacture  and  use  were  conspicuous  and  were  much 
resented  by  the  butter  interests.  At  least  three  margarin  factories 
at  Cork  did  a  large  business,  and  margarin,  at  half  the  cost  of 
butter,  found  its  way  into  countless  homes. 

Milk  for  cheese  making  brings  the  farmers  16  cents  per  gallon,  and 
the  whey  is  returned.  The  production  of  cheese  is  rapidly  expand- 
ing, but  the  total  in  1914, 11,084  hundredweight,  compares  oddly  with 
the  large  butter  export  of  that  year,  estimated  at  750,000  tons.  The 
making  of  Caerphilly  cheese  in  place  of  Cheddar,  which  has  been 
successfully  urged  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  shortens  the 
curing  period  from  6  weeks  to  10  days,  enabling  a  quick  turnover. 
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The  price  of  Caerphilly  is  about  $20.60  per  hundredweight,  as  com- 
pared with  $23.85  for  Cheddar.  The  Caerphilly  is  a  small  moist 
cheese  that  finds  sale  chiefly  amono;  the  miners  of  Wales.  A  new 
cheese  factory  at  Lissarda,  in  this  district,  in  1915  used  750  gallons 
of  milk  per  day  in  making  Caerphilly. 
The  Cattle  Trade. 

The  annual  exports  of  cattle  from  Ireland  approximated  $80,000,000 
in  value  before  the  Avar  and  Avere  probably  Avorth  close  to  $100,000,000 
in  1014;  945,328  head  Avere  exported  in  1914  and  841,587  head  in  1915. 
The  slight  falling  off  in  1915  AAas  due  to  the  fact  that  the  exports 
in  the  preceding  year,  especially  in  the  autumn  after  the  Avar  had 
commenced,  were  abnormally  large.  The  cattle  stocks  of  Ireland 
were  accordingly  someAvhat  depleted,  the  cattle  on  farms  June  1, 
1915,  being  4,843,795  head,  as  compared  with  5,051,646  on  June  1, 
1914.  Of  the  1915  herds  the  milch  cows  formed  almost  one-third, 
1,593,092,  and  their  decrease  from  1914  Avas  not  quite  so  large  pro- 
portionately as  the  decrease  in  beef  cattle. 

The  principal  ports  of  exportation  are  Dublin,  Belfast,  London- 
derry, Waterford,  and  Cork,  in  the  order  named,  but  Munster  is  by 
far  the  leading  Province  in  the  production  of  cattle.  It  is  said  that 
the  railways  and  shipping  companies  find  it  more  profitable  to 
deflect  the  exports  through  Dublin  rather  than  through  Cork  and 
Waterford,  and  that  the  freight  rates  are  accordingly  considerably 
higher  via  Cork  than  via  Dublin  in  spite  of  the  shorter  rail  haul. 
The  difference  has  been  stated  at  $6  per  carload. 

Cattle  Associations. 

The  general  freight  situation  was  said  to  be  unsatisfactory  through- 
out the  year,  as  store  cattle  were  carried  only  at  the  same  charge  as 
fat  cattle,  and  all  rates  were  increased.  The  South  of  Ireland  Cattle 
Association  was  reconstituted  as  a  joint-stock  company,  Avith  a  pro- 
visional capital  of  $50,000,  in  order  to  negotiate  Avith  transportation 
firms,  and  the  Limerick  Cattle  Association  also  raised  a  fund  for  this 
purpose.  Other  objects  of  these  organizations  included  removal  of 
the  detention  periods  imposed  on  cattle  before  leaving  Ireland  and 
after  arriving  at  England,  the  reduction  of  traders'  raihvay  tickets, 
and  the  continued  exclusion  of  Canadian  cattle  from  the  Unitecl 
Kingdom — the  latter  in  unison  with  English  associations  to  meet  an 
agitation  in  England  to  reduce  the  cost  of  meat. 
Restrictions  on  Slaughter  and  Shipment. 

The  slaughter  or  exportation  of  enceinte  animals  was  prohibited 
by  an  Order  effective  on  September  1,  and  the  slaughter  or  exporta- 
tion of  calves  Avas  forbidden  b}^  an  Order  late  in  NoA'ember.  There 
was  a  novel  traffic  in  very  young  calves,  due  to. the  feed  stuff  situation, 
resales  being  effected  after  a  few  months  at  the  normal  time. 

It  is  said  that  the  breaking  up  of  the  great  estates  in  Ireland 
through  land  purchase  precludes  the  maturing  of  cattle,  since  the 
small  owners  can  not  keep  the  stock  for  three  years — the  customary 
time  of  maturing. 

Cattle  can  be  imported  into  Ireland  only  by  special  license.  The 
city  of  Cork  selected  a  site  for  a  new  cattle  market,  but  was  unable 
to  borrow  money  from  the  Government  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction. 
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Swine  and  Bacon. 

The  year  witnessed  a  decrease  of  100,339  head  in  the  Irish  herds 
of  swine.  Munster,  Avith  402,12G  head,  has  shghtly  over  one-third  of 
the  total  Irish  stock.  The  great  majority  of  the  pig  stock  is  at  all 
times  comprised  of  pigs  under  G  months  old.  The  reports  of  the 
railways  in  this  district  show  that  the  shipments  of  pigs  during  1015 
were  fully  up  to  normal. 

The  number  of  swine  exported  from  Ireland  in  1915  was  179,058, 
as  compared  with  147,921  in  1914  and  200,290  in  1913.  Trices  of 
poik  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1915  averaged  ahout  $19  per 
hundredweight,  as  against  $14  during  the  corresponding  seasons  of 
the  preceding  year. 

The  average  price  for  yoimg  pigs,  from  10  weeks  to  4  months  old, 
during  the  autumn  of  1915  was  $10.60,  as  compared  with  $7.75  in 
the  autumn  of  1914,  while  throughout  the  summer  the  price  of 
"  bonhams,'-  as  these  young  pigs  are  called,  was  nearly  $15  each. 
During  the  winter  of  1915,  from  January  to  March,  the  prices  of 
both  pigs  and  pork  were  only  equal  to  those  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  1914,  but  the  increase  showed  strongly  in  the  spring 
months,  mounting  toward  the  figures  ciuoted  above  for  the  latter  half 
of  the  year. 

In  spite  of  high  prices,  the  keeping  of  swine  is  said  to  have  been 
unprofitable,  owning  principal^  to  the  high  price  of  maize.  Corn 
meal  is  the  principal  feed:  and  at  the  end  of  1915  the  meal  from 
Argentine  maize,  wdiich  is  the  staple  maize  in  the  market,  had  a  job- 
bing value  of  over  $08  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds.  A  shortage  of  boars 
contributed  to  hamper  the  swine  industry.  During  the  year  there 
were  253  outbreaks  of  swine  fever,  and  1,380  animals  were  slaugh- 
tered in  consequence. 
Sheep,  Mutton,  and  Wool. 

Ireland's  total  flocks  of  sheep  number  3,600,067  head,  or  practically 
the  same  number  as  in  1914.  There  had  been  a  great  reduction, 
however,  during  the  10  years  prior  to  1914.  The  Province  of  Mun- 
ster, which  now  has  but  699,901  sheep,  suffered  a  reduction  of  23,000 
head  during  1915.  The  lambs  and  breeding  ewes  form  three-fourths 
of  the  aggregate. 

Exports  of  sheep  from  Ireland  in  1915  fell  to  489,657,  as  compared 
with  538,989  in  1914  and  659,255  in  1913.  The  price  of  mutton 
averaged  $22.14  per  hundredweight  in  the  spring  months  of  1915,  as 
contrasted  with  $17.46  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 
The  price  receded  gradually  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1915, 
but  averaged  $18.61  during  the  autumn  quarter,  as  compared  with 
$16.60  in  1914.  The  x)rice  of  lambs  under  a  A^ear  old  fluctuated  near 
$9.60  each  in  the  autum  of  1915,  while  during  the  corresponding 
season  in  1914  it  had  been  $8.25.  The  spring  and  summer  prices  in 
1915  ranged  around  $8,  as  against  $6.60  in  1914. 

The  year  was  considered  rather  a  good  one  for  the  sheep  industry, 
as  the  cost  of  feed  stuffs  does  not  affect  the  production  of  lambs. 
The  price  of  wool  rose  from  33^  cents  per  pound  in  the  early  months 
of  1915  to  37:1  cents  during  the  summer,  but  declined  to  34^  cents  in 
the  autumn.  In  1914  the  price  ranged  about  25  cents  per  pound 
until  autumn,  when,  after  the  war  had  been  two  months  in  progress, 
it  rose  to  28^  cents  per  pound. 


"UNITED   KINGDOM IRELAND.  15 

The  official  reports  for  Ireland  in  1915  show  408  outbreaks  of 
sheep  scab,  and  73  outbreaks  of  mange,  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  as  a  result  being  2,894  and  112,  respectivel5^  The  sheep- 
dipping  regulations  have  proven  rather  difficult  to  enforce,  and  there 
has  been  an  effort  to  place  their  oA'ersight  in  the  hands  of  the  police. 

Horses  and  Other  Draft  Animals. 

The  number  of  horses  in  Ireland  decreased  from  619,345  in  1914 
to  560,917  in  1915,  and  the  number  in  Munster  from  171,273  to 
156,373.  This  decrease  is  ascribable  wholly  to  the  purchase  of  horses 
for  the  British  Army,  which  took  place  during  the  closing  months 
of  1914  and  the  early  months  of  1915,  there  being  little,  if  any, 
diminution  since  that  time. 

Prior  to  the  war  Ireland  had  about  32,000  horses  devoted  to  pur- 
poses of  recreation  or  diversion,  but  by  June,  1915,  this  number  had 
fallen  to  less  than  28,000.  The  racing  and  hunting  stables  have  been 
hit  severely. 

The  general  type  of  Irish  horse  is  the  farmer's  utility  animal ;  and 
two-thirds  of  all  horses  are  in  the  class  of  farm  horses  2  years  and 
upward  in  age.  Owing  to  army  requirements,  the  heavy  types  of 
draft  animals  have  been  in  demand,  and  this  has  led  to  the  breeding 
of  an  unusual  share  of  draft  foals.  The  annual  grant  of  $150,000 
by  the  Government  for  the  encouragement  of  horse  breeding  was 
withdrawn  at  the  end  of  1915.  The  number  of  asses  in  Ireland  fell 
from  244,487  in  1914  to  227,422  in  1915,  and  number  of  mules  and 
jennets  from  31,000  to  29,000.  The  price  of  horses  runs  from  $150 
to  $250  each.  The  exports  of  horses  in  1915  were  17,818,  as  com- 
pared with  30,940  in  1914,  when  the  heaviest  army  sales  were  made. 
The  shortage  of  horses  has  not  been  such  as  to  interfere  with  in- 
dustry to  any  appreciable  degree. 

Poultry  and  Eggs — Apiculture. 

The  number  of  poultry  in  Ireland  in  1915  was  26,088,807,  as 
against  26,918,749  in  1914.  The  total  number  of  poultry  in  Munster 
is  only  6,105,415,  the  center  of  the  industry  being  in  Ulster. 

The  prices  of  eggs  and  poultry  were  advanced  during  the  year  by 
the  lack  in  England  of  Russian  eggs  and  by  the  cost  of  meal.  The 
cost  of  feeding  one  hen  throughout  the  year  was  estimated  at  about 
$2.  Farmers  received  26  cents  per  dozen  from  dealers  for  eggs  in 
the  spring  months,  when  at  the  cheapest,  and  46  cents  per  dozen  in 
the  autumn.  Retail  prices  were  fully  20  per  cent  higher.  The  1915 
prices  were  about  20  per  cent  higher  than  the  1914  prices,  which  were 
higher  than  any  previous  figures. 

The  systems  of  collecting  eggs  from  farmers  have  continued  to 
improve  until  now  most  farmers  can  dispose  of  their  eggs  three 
times  Aveekly.  Improvements  in  shipping  and  grading  are  constantly 
sought,  but  it  is  still  true  that  Irish  eggs  secure  a  lower  price 
in  England  than  those  from  Denmark  and  elsewhere.  The  Irish 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  established  its  own  egg-collecting 
depots,  and  the  farmers  are  said  to  be  dealing  with  these  more  ex- 
tensively than  at  first.  The  exports  of  eggs  and  poultry  in  1915  can 
not  be  stated,  but  in  1914  the  poultry  exports  were  valued  at 
$5,216,348  and  the  egg  exports  at  $16,467,603. 

Beekeeping  is  progressing  slowly,  the  progress  appearing  in  im- 
proved methods  rather  than  increased  number  of  hives.     The  old 


16  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

straw  skeps,  Avhich  produced  only  about  30  pounds  of  honey  per 
annum,  are  giving  way  to  modern  hives  capable  of  producing  from 
50  to  100  pounds. '  The  price  of  section  honey  to  farmers  is  VS  cents 
per  pound;  this  is  jobbed  at  19  cents  per  pound,  and  the  common 
grade  of  strained  honey  at  24  cents.  The  best  Irish  honey  is  thought 
to  come  from  the  white  clover  fields  in  the  limestone  areas.  The  lOl-t 
crop  was  good,  but  no  general  statement  can  be  made  as  to  the  1915 
yield.  Considerable  quantities  of  Irish  honey  Avere  sold  in  1915  for 
the  use  of  the  British  Indian  troops  in  France. 

Yield  of  Potatoes,  Turnips,  Mangels,  and  Cabbages. 

The  per  acre  yield  of  potatoes  in  Ireland  in  1915  was  G.2  tons, 
which  compares  most  favorably  with  the  average  of  5.2  tons  during 
the  preceding  decade.  The  total  produce  of  the  crop  was  3,710,0G;3 
tons,  which  was  grown  upon  an  area  of  591,407  acres.  Tiie  produc- 
tion in  Munster  was  080,298  tons.  This  heavy  crop  was  due  to  the 
desire  of  the  farmers  to  take  advantage  of  any  unusual  demands 
that  might  be  created  by  the  war.  The  seasonal  weather  was  un- 
favorable owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  spring  and  to  the  inclement 
weather  in  July  and  August.  The  average  price  of  potatoes  during 
the  closing  quarter  of  1915  was  47  cents  per  bushel,  as  compared 
with  41  cents  in  the  autumn  of  1914. 

The  turnip  production  of  Ireland  in  1915  was  5,091,034  tons  and 
the  production  of  mangels  1,800,849  tons,  both  crops  showing  a  good 
marginal  increase  over  those  of  1914.  The  Munster  yields  in  these 
crops  were  1,463,192  tons  and  917,102  tons,  respectively.  The  yield 
per  acre  in  Ireland  of  turnips  was  19.2  tons,  as  against  a  decade  aver- 
age of  17.2  tons,  and  the  yield  per  acre  of  mangels  was  21.8  tons,  as 
against  a  decade  average  of  19.4  tons. 

The  Irish  cabbage  crop  in  1915  was  400,779  tons,  a  good  increase 
over  1914.  The  Irish  cabbage  is  quite  dissimilar  from  the  American. 
It  has  practically  no  tight  head  and  no  bleached  leaves,  and  the  loose 
structure  makes  it  much  lighter  in  weight  than  the  American  cab- 
bage. 
Hay  and  Grass  Seed. 

The  ha}'  acreage  of  Ireland  in  1915  was  2,495,714,  a  slight  increase 
over  1914,  but  the  1915  crop  was  slightly  below  normal  both  in  total 
quantity  (5,096,772  long  tons)  and  in  per  acre  yield  (1.9  tons). 

The  average  price  of  cultivated  hay  in  the  autumn  of  1915  was 
$21.40  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  and  that  of  meadow  hay  $16.60  per 
ton,  these  prices  being  10  to  15  per  cent  higher  than  in  1914.  Baled 
hay  sold  at  $1.22  per  hundredweight.  A  feature  of  the  year  was  the 
purchase  of  fanc}-  grade  hay  for  fxrmj  use.  INIilitary  depots  were 
established  at  Cork,  Dublin,  and  Belfast,  and  no  seed  hay  or  hard 
upland  hay  could  be  sold  privately  until  it  had  been  first  offered 
to  the  commandants  at  these  depots.  The  amount  taken  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities  formed  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  total,  but 
these  purchases  appeared  to  have  an  effect  in  enhancing  the  general 
price. 

Tlie  exportation  of  grass  seed,  which  formerly  ran  to  $1,250,000, 
was  restricted  in  1915  to  prevent  its  reaching  hostile  territory. 
The  quality  has  advanced  with  great  rapidity,  the  standard  weight 
per  bushelin  1913  being  fixed  by  a  commission  at  10  to  l8  pounds, 
whereas  in  1915  it  was  raised  to  20  to  24  pounds. 
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Flax  and  Fruit. 

The  Irisli  acreage  of  flax  in  1915  was  53,143.  of  which  Minister 
had  only  259  acres.  The  total  yield  was  96,633  tons  and  the  average 
per  acre  407  pounds.  Both  these  figures  are  notabW  higher  than 
those  for  1914,  but  the  average  production  was  below  the  decade 
average.  The  crop  commanded  34^  cents  per  pound,  an  cxcep- 
tio'^.ally  high  price. 

Flax  growing  in  Llunster  is  again  on  the  increase,  in  spite  of  the 
l)rejudice  that  flax  exhausts  the  soil.  A  spinning  firm  in  County 
Down  has  contracted  with  several  County  Cork  farmers  to  pay  $73 
per  acre  for  flax  during  the  coming  season,  so  that  the  production 
should  still  further  increase  in  1916. 

The  fruit  area  in  Ireland  fell  from  16,000  acres  in  1914  to  15.886 
acres  in  1915,  the  decrease  being  in  ground  and  bush  fruit.     The 
strawberry  season  was  bad. 
Crop  Areas — Yield  and  Price  of  Wheat. 

Efforts  were  made  throughout  1915,  as  well  as  during  the  latter 
portion  of  1914,  to  stimulate  tillage  and  crop  cultivation  in  order  to 
utilize  the  land  to  better  advantage  than  is  possible  in  grazing. 
Ireland  tills  only  16  per  cent  of  its  arable  land,  while  most  European 
countries  till  well  over  50  per  cent.  This  means  that  most  farmers 
who  have  sufficient  land  to  maintain  an  existence  by  grazing  cattle 
do  not  cultivate  the  soil  except  for  garden  and  feeding  truck.  It  is 
the  small  farmers,  having  30  acres  or  less  of  land,  who  are  forced  to 
till  the  soil  for  subsistence.  It  appears  that  in  proportion  to  ex- 
penditure of  labor  and  care  stock  raising  gives  better  returns  than 
tillage. 

The  total  area  of  grain  and  green  crops  in  Ireland  was  increased 
in  1915  by  76,516  acres  as  a  result  of  the  agitation  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  by  various  organizations,  or  by  3.3  per  cent  over 
the  area  of  the  previous  year.  The  division  of  land  during  the  year 
was  as  follows:  Grain  crops,  1,325,428  acres;  green  crops,  1,009,811 
acres ;  hay,  2,495,714  acres ;  pasture,  including  grazed  mountain  land, 
12,354,751  acres;  barren  land,  bog,  marsh,  mountain  wastes,  etc., 
2,820,873  acres;  woods  and  plantations,  295,519  acres;  fruit,  15,886 
acres;  and  flax,  53,143  acres;  total,  20,371,125  acres. 

The  wheat  crop  was  but  86,530  acres,  giving  a  yield  of  1,734,407 
hundredweights,  but  this  Avas  more  than  double  the  1914  crop,  with 
its  36,913  acres  and  758,154  hundredweights.  Munster  partook  fully 
in  this  increase,  producing  593,670  hundredweights  of  wheat  on 
29,604  acres.  The  Irish  increase  in  wheat  was  about  proportionate 
to  the  English  increase,  taking  relative  areas  into  computation. 

The  autumn  price  of  wheat  was  $2.70  per  112  pounds,  according 
to  official  estimates,  but  the  farmers  themselves  complain  of  low 
prices,  specifying  $2.35  as  a  mean  price.  There  is  no  doubt  that  "the 
price  was  50  per  cent  higher  than  in  1914,  but  in  comparison  with 
the  increased  cost  of  bran  and  pollard  the  farmers  thought  it  incom- 
mensurate. It  was  said  that  Irish  millers  sold  bran  and  tailings  to 
farmers  at  a  higher  price  than  the}'  paid  the  farmers  for  wheat,  so 
that  it  paid  the  farmers  better  to  feed  the  entire  wheat  to  their  stock 
than  to  feed  bran. 

The  Irish  wheat  is  soft  and  therefore  not  in  demand  by  millers. 
A  number  of  cooperative  flour  mills,  usually  very  small,  were  started 
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to  enable  the  farmers  to  get  the  benefit  of  their  own  wlieat.  These 
mills  were  often  in  connection  with  cooperative  creameries,  nsing 
duriiig  the  night  the  same  po^Yer  plant  -syhich  the  creameries  used  by 
day. 

other  Grain  Crops — The  Tillage  Movement. 

With  the  exception  of  rye,  all  grain  crops  showed  a  better  per 
acre  yield  in  1015  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  decade.  Wheat 
aA^eraged  20  hundredweights  to  the  acre;  oats,  18  hundredweights; 
barle}',  17.8  hundredweights;  and  rye,  14.6  hundredweights.  The 
oat  crop  was  10,001,117  hundredweights  from  1,088,004  acres,  and 
the  barley  crop  2,522,084  hundredweights  from  141,580  acres.  The 
oat  crop  was  considerably  in  excess  of  that  for  1014,  but  the  barley 
crop  was  very  poor.  Altogether  it  is  said  that  the  increased  grain 
crops  did  not  compensate  for  the  decreases  in  farm  animals.  The 
autumn  price  of  oats  was  $2.31  per  hundredweight,  and  of  barley, 
$2.00.  In  spite  of  the  good  crops  of  hay  and  oats  the  demand  for 
feedstuffs  was  strong.  This  market  calls  for  concentrated  feed- 
stuffs,  such  as  maize  and  cotton  cake;  not  for  low-content  conmiodi- 
ties,  such  as  alfalfa  meal,  since  an  abundance  of  such  feedstuffs  is 
produced  here. 

The  tillage  movement  was  aided  in  1015  by  the  appointment  of  a 
commission,  which  in  August  reported  in  favor  of  guaranteed  grain 
prices  to  farmers  and  of  loans  for  farm  machinerj' — the  ordinary 
loans  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  been  intermitted  be- 
cause of  the  war — but  neither  of  these  recommendations  was  given 
practical  effect.  A  minority  report  urged  increased  aid  to  farmers' 
cooperative  societies,  but  the  majority  believed  that  cooj)eration  is 
not  suited  to  tillage  in  the  same  way  as  it  is  to  dairying  and  egg 
marketing. 

P^orced  tillage,  or  the  taxation  of  mitilled  land,  has  been  widely 
mooted,  but  will  probably  not  be  adopted.  Tillage  advocates  point 
out  that  if  the  war  is  followed  by  economic  depressions  the  farmers 
will  find  it  less  easy  to  sell  goods  that  may  be  called  semiluxiiries, 
such  as  eggs,  bacon,  and  other  nontillage  products,  than  oats,  wheat, 
anclthe  other  necessaries  of  life  that  are  produced  by  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil.  The  farmers,  on  the  other  hand,  say  that  the  climate  of 
Ireland  does  not  lend  itself  to  grain  crops  and  that  the  present  Irish 
system  of  agriculture,  consisting  of  stock  raising,  is  the  result  of  the 
practical  working  of  economic  forces  during  a  long  series  of  years 
in  the  face  of  ardent  efforts  by  theorists  to  increase  tillage.  Winter 
feeding  of  cattle  to  bring  about  continuous  dairying  is  the  subject 
of  a  similar  discussion. 

rarmers'  Cooperative  Societies. 

The  Irish  Agricultural  Organization  Society,  which  celebrated  its 
twenty-first  year,  is  one  of  the  most  important  bodies  in  Ireland. 
The  number  of  affiliated  cooperative  societies  in  1015  was  1,023,  with 
a  membership  of  100,212  farmers  and  a  turnover  of  $18,105,750. 
The  average  turnover  of  677  societies  was  $25,048,  and  the  average 
turnover  per  member  $108. 

The  number  of  cooperative  creameries  was  350,  an  increase  of  17 
over  1914,  while  the  gain  in  agricultural  and  implement  societies 
was  22,  the  activity  in  this  direction  being  especially  marked  during 
the  early  months  of  the  year. 
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It  is  said  that  the  agricultural-implement  trade  of  Ireland  has  an 
informal  agreement  not  to  deal  with  cooperative  farmers'  associa- 
tions except  through  the  Enniscorth}-  Cooperative  Association.  It 
would  therefore  appear  that  the  prices  of  farm  implements  are  more 
or  less  thoroughly  regulated  by  the  regular  commercial  producers  to 
discount  the  efforts  of  cooperators,  but  the  data  on  this  point  do 
not  justify  positive  statements. 

The  Fertilizer  Trade. 

Fertilizer  prices  vrere  high  throughout  1915,  as  a  result  of  the  in- 
creased tillage  and  the  diminished  ocean  freight  facilities.  The 
Government  took  a  close  interest  in  the  importation  of  fertilizers, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  cargo  of  natural  guano  from  Peru,  the 
first  for  many  years,  was  due  at  Cork.  The  manufacture  of  super- 
phosphate, the  most  popular  of  commercial  fertilizing  compounds  in 
this  district,  was  restricted  during  the  year  by  the  governmental  use 
of  sulphuric  acid  in  munition  manufacture. 

Superphosphate  now  (Mar.  29)  costs  the  farmers  $22  per  ton.  as 
against  $17  a  year  ago.  Buj'ers  are  officially  advised  to  secure  guar- 
anties that  the  phosphates  are  North  African  in  origin,  and  not 
American.  As  the  Tunisian  and  Algerian  phosphate  rock  is  softer 
than  the  American,  it  can  be  ground  more  easily  and  cheaply.  In 
relation  to  its  price  its  phosphate  content  is  higher  than  that  of  the 
Carolina  rock.  Considerable  amounts  of  Florida  land  pebble  and 
high-grade  phosphates  are  used  here,  however. 

Sulphate  of  ammonia  is  produced  in  the  United  Kingdom  in 
ample  quantities,  but  its  cost,  $83  per  ton,  makes  it  available  now 
only  for  potatoes  and  grains.  Nitrate  of  soda,  at  $73  per  ton,  is 
I'lso  not  freely  available.  Basic  slag,  which  is  practically  one  form 
of  lime,  is  very  popular  in  Ireland,  and  an  embargo  has  been  placed 
upon  its  exportation  to  preserve  the  supply. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  closely  supervises  the  Irish  fer- 
tilizer trade.  It  tested  255  samples  of  fertilizers  offered  for  sale  in 
various  parts  of  Ireland  during  1915  and  found  that  55  of  these 
were  fully  up  to  their  guaranteed  analyses.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  department  tested  536  samples  of  feed 
stuffs  and  5,49G  samples  of  seeds. 

Progress  of  Irish  land  Purchase. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  shows  no 
notable  departure  from  the  situation  as  outlined  in  the  last  annual 
report  from  this  consular  district.  (See  Supplement  No.  19n  to 
Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  29,  1915.)  The  commissioners  gave 
strong  indications  during  the  j'ear  that  veterans  of  the  present 
war  will  be  favored  as  to  land  allotments  after  the  war  has  con- 
cluded. Purchasers  under  the  act  of  1903  are  said  to  be  in  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  position  to  complete  their  purchases  by  a  lump- 
sum payment,  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  guaranteed  2|  per  cent 
land  stock.  The  commissioners  have  officially  reported  that  the 
annual  payments  made  by  such  purchasers  are  18  per  cent  lower 
than  the  rentals  that  were  being  paid  annually  for  the  same  tracts 
to  landlords.  The  judicial  reduction  of  rentals  in  cases  where  the 
tenants  have  not  purchased  is  stated  at  20  per  cent  from  the  old 
conditions.    The  generally  satisfactory  character  of  purchases  under 
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the  act  of  1003  is  shown  by  the  attejnpts  during  1015  of  unpur- 
chased tenants  to  induce  the  Government  to  permit  them  to  purchase 
under  the  teruis  of  the  act. 

A  feature  of  the  year  was  the  emphasis  on  garden-phvt  aHotmentsto 
workingmen  in  Irish  cities.  A  Society  for  Vacant  Land  Cultivation 
became  active,  and  ])roposals  to  furnish  seed  for  suburban  gardens 
Avorked  during  evening  hours  Avere  given  effect  to  some  degree.  The 
small  holdings  and  allotments  act  of  1008  enabled  local  authorities 
to  acquire  land  for  letting  to  small  holders.  In  1013  there  had  been 
7,531  acres  thus  let  to  118,240  laborers,  wdiile  many  applications  were 
imsatisfied.  During  1015  the  raising  of  rents  by  landlords  Avas 
checked  in  the  first  instance  by  public  opinion,  and  during  the  clos- 
ing months  of  the  year  by  legislation  applicable  to  the  e.i.ire 
Kingdom. 

Mines  and  Forests. 

Irish  coal  Avas  not  mined  in  any  notably  increased  quantities,  despite 
the  high  prices  of  coal.  Ca]jital  seems  to  fear  that  by  the  time  the 
expensive  plants  Avould  be  fairly  in  operation  the  advent  of  peace 
Avould  reduce  the  price  of  English  coal  once  more.  Peat  is  not  being 
used  as  a  coal  substitute  in  cities,  as  might  have  been  expected.  The 
land  purchase  processes  have  raised  ncAv  questions  as  to  rights  of 
turbary,  still  pending.  No  machine  for  cutting  peat  has  yet  been 
devised  that  is  as  economical  as  cutting  by  hand.  June,  the  month 
for  cutting  and  drying  peat,  Avas  dry  and  cool,  permitting  the  stocks 
to  be  conveniently  laid  up. 

Antimony,  combined  Avith  lead,  Avas  discoA^ered  at  Crossbane.  in 
County  Monaghan;  the  deposits  at  Quin,  County  Clare,  are  also  in 
conjunction  Avith  sulphide  of  lead.  The  Ardtully  copper  luines,  in 
County  Kerry,  Avere  discontinued  during  1015  and  Avill  probably  not 
be  reopened  in  the  near  future. 

A  project  for  the  utilization  of  the  Avater  ])OAver  of  tlie  Shannon 
RiA'er  by  a  series  of  dams  and  a  hydroelectric  plant  are  in  a  state  of 
suspension  for  the  present.  The  plant  Avill  ultimately  be  clraAvn  from 
the  United  States. 

There  Avas  excessive  timber  cutting  for  pit  props  for  Wales  in 
western  County  Cork  and  in  County  Kerry  during  1015.  The  mat- 
ter has  had  attention  from  Parliament,  but  Avill  probably  not  be 
adjusted  during  the  Avar.  An  association  for  the  promotion  of 
forestry  has  shoAvn  some  activity  in  County  Cork  in  connection  Avith 
the  institution  of  an  annual  Arbor  Day,  February  1  being  proposed 
as  suitable  on  account  of  the  mildness  of  the  Avinter  in  the  south  of 
Ireland. 
Advance  in  Cost  of  Living. 

From  August,  1014,  up  to  the  end  of  1015  the  cost  of  living  had 
increased  by  41.2  per  cent  and  was  rising  at  an  accelerated  pace. 
Commodities  procurable  for  $7.10  before  the  war  cost  $10  at  the 
close  of  1015.  Bread  cost  9  cents  per  2-pound  loaf,  sugar  0  cents  per 
pound,  milk  7  cents  per  quart,  butter  32  cents  per  pound,  and  coal 
(bituminous)  $10.20  per  ton.  All  these  prices  were  from  40  to  50 
per  cent  higher  than  those  usually  current  here. 

The  coal  prices  at  Cork  and  Limerick  were  the  highest  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  because  of  the  long  water  haul  from  England. 
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Even  to  Waterford  the  cost  of  freight  was  $1.20  per  ton  more  than  to 
Dublin.  As  a  consequence  Dublin  increased  its  predominance  in  the 
Irish  coal  distributing  trade.  The  governmental  regulation  of  pit- 
mouth  prices  Avhich  eased  coal  cost  in  England  was  made  nugatory  in 
Ireland  by  the  higli  freights.  At  Dublin  the  poor  secured  coal  at 
cost  prices  through  governmental  aid,  but  this  aid  was  not  extended 
to  Cork,  Waterford,  or  Limerick. 

Wheat  flour  sold  over  the  counter  at  4.3  cents  per  pound,  or  60 
cents  per  stone  of  14  pounds.  Potatoes  sold  at  retail  for  1^  to  2 
cents  per  pound,  the  ordinary  unit  for  potatoes  here  being  a  "  weight  " ; 
that  is,  21  pounds.  The  sugar  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  considerable  extent. 

The  ordinary  baker's  sack  of  flour  here  contains  280  pounds,  mak- 
ing ninety  4-pound  loaves.  As  illustrative  of  the  increase  in  general 
prices,  milch  cows  that  were  worth  $60  before  the  Avar  are  now  worth 
$100;  and  a  5'^ear's  grazing  for  a  cow  now  costs  $45  as  against  $30 
prior  to  the  war.  The  cost  of  keeping  horses  rose  about  25  per  cent, 
and  the  cost  of  shoeing  20  per  cent.  Harness  and  farm  hardware  is 
only  15  per  cent  higher  than  before  the  war.  Oil  cake  rose  40  per 
cent. 
Labor,  Wages,  and  Strikes. 

An  official  report  shows  the  number  of  Irish  farm  laborers  to  be  un- 
der 200,000,  and  general  laborers  about  100,000.  There  was  a  constant 
drain  of  labor  to  England,  in  addition  to  the  enlistments  in  the  army 
and  navy.  There  were  only  13.000  migratory  farm  laborers  in  Eng- 
land for  the  harvest  from  Ireland,  and  many  of  these  were  called 
back  to  Ireland. 

The  wages  of  country  laborers  in  Ireland  were  from  $4  to  $4.50 
per  week  without  board.  In  and  near  towns  ordinary  laborers  re- 
ceived from  $4.50  to  $5  per  week.  Several  urban  corporations  raised 
the  pay  of  their  laborers  to  $4.50  per  week,  and  allowed  $1.70  instead 
of  $1.20  for  horse  hire.  There  was  rather  a  shortage  of  work  in  the 
building  trades,  painters  receiving  $10  per  week,  and  coopers  $9.50 
per  week.    The  board  of  trade  reports  a  slight  ad\'ance  of  real  wages. 

There  was  dissatisfaction  among  the  railway  employees  at  not  re- 
ceiving as  large  war  bonuses  as  the  railway  employees  in  England, 
owing,  apparently,  to  the  nonextension  to  Ireland  of  the  railway  act 
of  1913.  The  freight  handlers  at  Cork  struck  in  the  autumn  for 
higher  wages,  as  did  the  corn  porters  or  unloaders  of  grain  ships. 
The  possibility  of  future  mechanical  discharge  of  grain  ships  is  fore- 
shadowed by  a  court  decision  awarding  damages  to  a  grain  company 
whose  cargoes  were  delayed  by  the  refusal  of  the  porters  to  permit 
any  mechanical  aid  in  discharge.  There  was  a  strike^br  coal  han- 
dlers at  Waterford  in  the  autumn  of  1915 ;  but  on  the  whole  this  dis- 
trict suffered  less  from  labor  troubles  than  Dublin,  Rosslare,  and 
other  localities  in  Ireland. 

The  Cork  Industrial  Development  Association. 

The  Cork  Industrial  Development  Association  had  a  bus}'  j'ear. 
In  concrete  instances  it  found  buyers  for  Irish  lace,  carpets,'^  furni- 
ture, inks,  maize  oil,  toys,  coal,  paper,  carrigeen  moss,  bottles,  and 
willow  rods.  Inquiries  were  made  upon  it  for  Irish  manufacturers 
of  tin  cans,  dyeing  liquors,  brush  handles,  cork  cutters,  and  oat  mills. 
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It  ik'tected  spurious  iuiitations  of  Irish  <>elatiu,  hacou,  Avashing  soda, 
bluing,  and  silk  poi)lin;  in  tAvo  cases  these  imitations  were  in  the 
United  States.  Thi-ee  different  parties  offered  through  the  associa- 
tion to  contribute  to  or  invest  capital  in  struggling  Irish  industries; 
and  in  one  a  siun  of  $10,000  was  invested  as  a  result.  Industries 
that  appealed  for  funds  Avere  woolen  mills,  peat-drying  firms,  quar- 
ries, creameries,  an>l  chemical  factories. 

The  association  did  its  usu.al  Avork  in  urging  j^ublic  institutions  of 
all  scirts  to  receive  tenders  only  for  supplies  of  Irish  origin.  Sixteen 
neAV  firms  Avere  granted  the  right  to  use  the  Irish  trade-mark,  so  that 
614  firms  now  have  this  right.  The  association  has  interposed  in  the 
case  of  strikes,  and  has  negotiated  to  have  branch  factories  of  Belfast 
and  London  firms  located  at  Cork.  It  sent  to  America  for  an  ex- 
tended tour  a  re])resentative,  Avho  made  many  plans  of  a  quite  defi- 
nite character  for  the  enlistment  of  American  capital  in  Irish  indus- 
tries and  the  promotion  of  commerce  between  Ireland  and  the  United 
States. 
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